their finest hour, june 18, 1940
on balance before the winter comes ; and the winter will impose a
strain upon the Nazi regime, with almost all Europe writhing and
starving under its cruel heel, which, for all their rathlessness, will
run them very hard. We must not forget that from the moment
when we declared war on the 3rd September it was always possible
for Germany to turn all her air force upon this country, together
with any other devices of invasion she might conceive, and that
France could have done little or nothing to prevent her doing so.
We have, therefore, lived under this danger, in principle and in a
slightly modified form, during all these months. In the meanwhile,
however, we have enormously improved our methods of defence,
and we have learned, what we had no right to assume at the
beginning, namely, that the individual aircraft and the individual
British pilot have a sure and definite superiority. Therefore, in
casting up this dread balance-sheet and contemplating our dangers
with a disillusioned eye, I see great reason for intense vigilance and
exertion, but none whatever for panic or despair.
During the first four years of the last war the Allies experienced
nothing but disaster and disappointment. That was our constant
fear : one blow after another, terrible losses, frightful dangers.
Everything miscarried. And yet at the end of those four years the
morale of the Allies was higher than that of the Germans, who had
moved from one aggressive triumph to another, and who stood
everywhere triumphant invaders of the lands into which they had
broken. During that war we repeatedly asked ourselves the
question : How are we going to win ? and no one was able ever
to answer it with much precision, until at the end, quite suddenly,
quite unexpectedly, our terrible foe collapsed before us, and we
were so glutted with victory that in our folly we threw it away.
We do not yet know what will happen in France or whether
the French resistance will be prolonged, both in France and irt the
French Empire overseas. The French Government will be throwing
away great opportunities and casting adrift their future if they do
not continue the war in accordance with their Treaty obligations,
from which we have not felt able to release them. The House will
have read the historic declaration in which, at the desire of many
Frenchmen—and of our own hearts—we have proclaimed our
willingness at the darkest hour in French history to conclude a
union of common citizenship in this struggle. However matters
may go in France or with the French Government, or other Fre&eh
Governments, we in this island and in the British Empire will
never lose our sense of comradeship with the French people. If
we are now called upon to endure what they have been suffering,

